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At the start o f Wo lfg ang  Peterso n’s 20 0 4 mo vie Troy, a fi lmic interp retatio n o f Ho mer’s p o etic  masterwo rk The Iliad, the surviving  character o f Od ysseus muses in
vo iceo ver:

‘Men are haunted by the vastness of eternity. And so we ask ourselves: will our actions echo across the centuries? Will strangers hear our names long after we are gone, and wonder
who we were, how bravely we fought, how fiercely we loved ’

The camera fad es fro m a co ntemp o rary b each scene in Greece to  the remo te histo ry o f 1250 BC, in exactly the same b each-s id e lo catio n, as the tro o p s o n the b each are
marshalled  b y the Greek King  Menelaus as they p rep are to  set o ff to  d o  b attle to  retrieve Helen who  has b een sp irited  away b y the Tro jans. This b each has seen a lo t o f
warfare.
Such a seg ue o f camera fad e fro m a land scap e in the p resent, to  sho w the same land scap e at a time d eep  in his to ry, o ffers p o werful ins ig ht into  the histo ry o f human
hab itatio n o n this  earth. It is  a fi lmic vers io n o f the land scap e b earing  witness to  human activity in all i ts  g lo ry, co vering  co nfl ic ts  and  reso lutio ns acro ss the p assag e o f
time. Ind eed , as time p asses, the p recio us mo ments o f human p resence fad e.  Our o b jects b reak and  d ecay and  o ur texts are lo st. But so meho w the land scap e g o es o n,
and  co ntinues to  b ear witness to  what we have d o ne.

This exhib itio n mines this  vein o f tho ug ht, cap turing  in p ainted  fo rm, no t so  much the b attles o f Ancient Greece, b ut rather the land scap e ho ld ing  o nto  the texts o f sc ience
and  culture, mathematics and  human g esture—b efo re they are g o ne. These are land scap es o f o ur So uth—o f Victo ria, Tasmania, New Zealand , Macq uarie Is land ,
Camp b ell Is land , and  the Antarctic—with fi lmic relics o f what is  here and  what has b een here. This is  a his to ry o f fug itive marks.
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Erebus Diaries (Erebus Ice Tongue)
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Distant Light (Sunset at Farewell Spit) 
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Cast Away (Shot Albatross, Macquarie Island 
Expedition, 1911)
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Tides (Port Phillip Bay) 
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Shackleton's Light (Iceblink at Cape Royds, Antarctica)
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Silver Light (Shore Bound, Rafting,Macquarie Island)
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Signs of Historical Narrative (Sealers Camp and Boat Ramps, Dusky Bay, NZ)
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Ice Station (Vince's Cross 1902, McMurdo Sound)
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Wandering Albatross (Rime of the Ancient Mariner)
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Icebreaker at Winterquarters Bay (Oden)
o il o n l inen
41 x 6 1cm

Artwork in situ on 3.7m wall
 

    

  

Scotts Dark Angel (Discovery Hut, Antarctica)
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Wind Across the Great Southern Ocean
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CATALOGUE NOTES

Tides (Port Phillip Bay)
On a recent trip  so uth to  Tasmania o n the Sp irit o f Tasmania, I b ecame aware o f the eno rmo us s ize o f Po rt Phil l ip  Bay, the d ang ero us b ar at the entrance to  the b ay, and
the p o wer o f the tid es. This late evening  imag e fro m an ind o lent ho t summer evening  o utl ines the b ay with o verlaid  texts sho wing  the reso nance o f the tid es in the enclo sed
harb o ur. There is  what T.S. Elio t calls  the still point, a p o int in the harb o ur where the tid es neither rise no r fall. In the inscrib ed  theo retical fo rmula, this  p o int is  a no d e at a
critical leng th, l’, fro m the harb o ur end , fo r a harb o ur o f d ep th, d. It arises when we think o f the tid es in the fo rm o f a wave with p erio d  and  amp litud e.

Silver Light (Shorebound Rafting at Macquarie Island)
In Decemb er 20 12, Mary and  I were p art o f an exp ed itio n to  the So uthern Ocean and  the sub -Antarctic  Is land s. Macq uarie Is land  is  3 d ays sail ing , 10 0 0  kilo metres so uth o f
Tasmania. The is land  is  so me 30  kilo metres lo ng  and  less than 5 kilo metres wid e. The imag e refers to  the era o f Jo sep h Hatch, c  18 6 0 , an entrep reneur who  set up  an
ind ustry extracting  p eng uin o il fro m the co lo nies at Lusitania Bay, further so uth o n Macq uarie. At d awn, in s ilver l ig ht, the hawser trails  lo o sely in the water b ehind  the
ro wing  b o at, hauling  emp ty b arrels to  the sho re.

Arrival at Macquarie Island (Under lenticular cloud)
We reached  54° 30 ’S and  159 ° 20 ’E ins id e the Antarctic  Circ le at the no rthern tip  o f Macq uarie just as the Decemb er sunlig ht was fad ing . After 3 d ays at sea, in cruel
weather, we sto o d  o n the b rid g e with straining  eyes trying  to  see the is land  co ming  into  view. The wind  b lew stro ng ly fro m the so uthwest, s treaming  o ver the is land , making
lens-shap ed  c lo ud s (lenticular) b il lo wing  into  the d arkness. I felt as if I was o n the b rid g e o f The Mirnyi, with Cap tain Thad d eus Bell ing hausen o n Emp ero r Alexand er’s
Russian exp ed itio n to  the So uthern Ocean 18 19 -21. Our crew was Russian. The Mirnyi ho ve to  in o ur same p o sitio n no rth o f the is land , then tacking  here there and  b ack
ag ain in jag g ed  traceries. 

Distant Light (Sunset at Farewell Spit)
Farewell Sp it (Tuhuroa) is  a narro w is thmus o f land  at the no rthwest co rner o f the So uth Is land  o f New Zealand  that s tretches eastward  26  kilo metres into  the o cean
currents. In p arts, it is  b arely 10 0  metres wid e. It s tead ies the tid e l ike a l intel. To  stand  o n this  p iece o f land  and  g aze o ut at sea is  exhilarating —akin to  stand ing  o n the
wind o w led g e at the to p  o f a 10 0  sto rey b uild ing  and  lo o king  d o wn. As the sun set to  the west, I b ecame acutely aware o f the co ncep t o f distance, and  o f b eing  ab le to  see
into  the d istance. The o verlaid  texts sho w the s imp le d iag rammatics o f p arallax, o f measuring  the d istance to  the stars. Ancient o b servers no ticed  that as the seaso ns
chang ed , relative p o sitio ns o f s tars chang ed , and  they used  this  to  measure d istance. The d erivatio n sho ws that s tellar d is tance (in p arsecs) is  the inverse o f the p arallax
ang le in arc-seco nd s. That is , d is tance = 1/ang le.

Strands of Empire 
On o ur vis it to  Lusitania Bay, easts id e central o n Macq uarie Is land , the heaving  sea swells  meant that we were no t ab le to  reach sho re, b ut remained  ad rift in zo d iacs amid
fo rests o f tang ling  Bull Kelp . These lo ng  p lant s trand s had  a c lo ying  effect o f cap turing  everything  that ventured  into  the water. Fro m this vantag e p o int o f insecurity, we
co uld  see a sho reline co vered  in many tho usand s o f Ro yal Peng uins. They lo ved , ate and  l ived , sho uld er-to -sho uld er in an immense co lo ny, co mp letely o b livio us to  the
rusting  p eng uin d ig esters in their mid st. They cro wd ed  ab o ut these vehic les o f their o wn d estructio n. Hap p y. Unafraid  o f humans. Unab le to  recall the s laug hter o f the
18 6 0 s. Beneath this  fi lmic imag e is  a timeline that charts the exp lo rers, inno vato rs and  entrep reneurs in Macq uarie Is land ’s his to ry, fro m the is land ’s d isco very b y
Fred erick Hasselb erg  and  his sealing  g ang s in 18 10 , to  the vis it b y Sir Do ug las Mawso n o n the Australian Antarctic  Exp ed itio n o f 19 11-13.

Fugitive Marks (The lighthouse at Airey’s Inlet)
Airey’s Inlet is  a small co astal to wn o n The Great Ocean Ro ad , so uth o f Melb o urne. The Sp lit Ro ck Lig htho use (b uilt in 18 9 1) stand s o n a co astal p ro mo nto ry within near
s ig ht o f a b ecko ning  sea stack (Eag le Ro ck) that is  p o und ed  b y the waves. The l ig ht was auto mated  in 19 19 . The last keep er, Richard  Jo y Baker, scratched  o n the b lack
p aint o n the b ack o f the lantern. The b lack p aint had  b een ap p lied  to  sto p  the l ig ht shining  inland  and  anno ying  the resid ent to wnsfo lk. Each time the lenses ro tated , the
lig ht flashed  thro ug h the ho les o f the secret scratching s. So  the keep er co uld  retire to  the lo cal ho tel in the evening  and  see that all was well with his  l ig ht. His were fug itive
marks ind eed . These marks are rep resented  b y o verlaid  texts, who se meaning  may have b een c lear at o ne time, b ut are no w co mp letely i l leg ib le. 

Cast Away (Shot Albatross, Macquarie Island Expedition, 1911)
The text co mes firs t: At length did cross an Albatross… immo rtal l ines fro m S.T. Co lerid g e’s Rime of the Ancient Mariner, 1797-98. This land scap e fro m Macq uarie Is land  at
Sand y Bay sho ws an Alb atro ss sho t and  hung  up  to  d ry, in much the same way as ro ws o f d ucks are hung  up  in a mo d ern sho o ting  seaso n. Times and  cultures chang e. We
wo uld  sho o t d ucks b ut we wo uld  no t sho o t an alb atro ss. The imag e is  b ased  o n an histo ric  p ho to g rap h fro m the Australian Antarctic  Exp ed itio n o f 19 11. The b ird  hang s
cro ss-like as a Co lerid g e warning  fo r humanity no t to  tamp er with the natural o rd er o f thing s. It hang s fro m a finger post –ano ther cro ss-like structure that can b e seen fro m
the sho reline p o inting  the way fo r ship wrecked  sailo rs to  the nearest s to reho use o f p ro vis io ns. The Australian and  New Zealand  g o vernments in a rare sho wing  o f
so lid arity ag reed  to  the setting  up  o f castaway d ep o ts o n the Sub -Antarctic  Is land s after ho rrific  s to ries o f d ep rivatio n fro m maro o ned  sailo rs c 18 8 0 s. 

The Emperor’s Silence
Fo r o ver 10 0  years the Emp ero r Peng uin has lain o n Sir Ro b ert Falco n Sco tt’s  map  tab le in his  vestib ule co rner o f the Hut that he b uilt at Cap e Evans fo r the Terra No va
Exp ed itio n 19 11-13. To  the left is  Sco tt’s  b unk. A newsp ap er and  a trip o d  are the wo rld ly acco mp animents to  these mummified  remains. Even tho ug h the Cap e Evans Hut is
und erg o ing  reno vatio n, this  co rner seems to  l ie in revered  s ilence. It is  i l lumined  b y d arkness.  It has all the trap p ing s o f a shrine to  immo rtality b ecause it is  to o  co ld  fo r
flesh to  d ecay. 

Signs of Historical Narrative 1793 (Sealers’ Camp and Boat Runs, Cascade Cove, Dusky Bay, New Zealand) 
Mary and  I ventured  to  the remo te Dusky Bay o n the so uth west co ast o f Fio rd land , New Zealand  in 20 0 5. Altho ug h iro nically this  area was o ne o f Cap tain James Co o k’s
favo urite watering  ho les o n his vo yag es to  the So uthern Ocean  176 9  and  1773, it remains to d ay uninhab ited  and  remo te, accessib le o nly b y sea. Cascad e Co ve was a
q uiet b ackwater in the so uthern half o f Dusky Bay where Co o k o ften mo o red  and  mad e exp ed itio ns to  the waterfall aro und  the co rner that was the sub ject o f the masterwo rk
p ainting  (Cascade Cove) Dusky Bay, 1775, b y his ship b o ard  artis t Will iam Ho d g es. We mo o red  o vernig ht in Cascad e Co ve and  at d awn, o n a fall ing  tid e, we co uld  see the
rid g es in the g ravel b ank o f the sho reline—ro ws and  ro ws o f rid g es and  g ro o ves—clear as the d ay they were mad e c 179 3 in the era o f sho reb o und  whaling . These were
boat runs, where the lo ng b o ats were d rag g ed  up  o ut o f the water, time and  time ag ain, to  b e sto red  at the sealer’s  camp site ab o ve hig h tid e.  The text o verlay calls  to  this
rep eated  p atterning  in a no d  to  the New Zealand  mo d ernist Go rd o n Walters. He mad e ko ru p atterns that co mb ined  fern fro nd s with wavelets o f water.  His is  a p attern o f
d eep  cultural g ravity and  sensitivity. These b o at runs remain ag ainst the tid e l ike the staves o f a musical sco re.  Nuanced  and  l ig ht, they are ind eed  s ig ns o f his to rical
narrative.

Time and Place (The Lighthouse at Tasman Island)
Tasman Is land  l ies at the seaward  extremity o f the Tasman Peninsula in Tasmania. It is  p o und ed  b y the o cean swells  o f the Tasman Sea. In 20 0 7, Mary and  I ventured  o ff-
sho re in a jet b o at, p ast the jag g ed  vertical ro ck stacks o f Cap e Pil lar (in the centre o f the imag e). The sea swell is  treachero us ag ainst the is land —land ing  is  o nly
p o ssib le with crane and  g antry to  p ro vis io n the l ig ht. The text o verlay g athers the 4 d imensio ns o f time and  p lace to g ether. Time is  measured  o ut in musical b eats with
interlud es and  p lace is  referenced  b y Tasmanian p lacenames (C. Pil lar; Ro b b ins I, Sto rm Bay, Cap e Rao ul, …). 

Icebreaker at Winterquarters Bay (Oden)
On my Antarctic  vis it in January 20 0 9 , o n a New Zealand  Antarctic  Fello wship , I vis ited  Hut Po int at Winterq uarters Bay several times. It l ies rig ht next to  the American b ase
at McMurd o  So und , extend ing  o ut into  the b ay. It is  where Cap tain Ro b ert Sco tt b uilt the o rig inal Disco very Hut in 19 0 3. It has a co nvenient d o cking  p lace fo r ship s b esid e
the p eninsula o f land , so  that Hut and  mo o red  ship  may b e a mere twenty metres ap art. This may have b een fine in 19 0 3, ho wever, no w the ice has c lo sed  o ver summer
access. The iceb reaker Od en was mo o red  at Hut p o int o n o ne o f my vis its . I watched  it d ep art thro ug h the so und  o f crushing  ice, and  as it d isap p eared  into  Ereb us Bay to
b eco me a small sp eck in the d istance, the channel that it had  c leared  started  to  c lo se o ver. 

Shackleton’s Light ( Iceblink at Cape Royds) 
When Sir Earnest Shackleto n mad e his ard uo us rescue o f his  strand ed  men at Elep hant Is land , he cro ssed  to  So uth Geo rg ia in an o p en b o at. In his  b o o k South he
reco unts the sense o f the Third Man Syndrome, o r the g uid ing  hand  o f a sp iritual p resence help ing  him o n his way. This Lig ht is  referred  to  in the title o f the wo rk as the g lo w
fro m multip ly reflected  l ig ht o ff sno w and  c lo ud s (iceb link).  The imag e sho ws iceb erg s d rifting  p ast Cap e Ro yd s o n the extreme west o f Ro ss Is land , the lo catio n o f
Shackleto n’s Hut fo r his  Nimro d  Exp ed itio n o f 19 0 7-9 .

Erebus Diaries (Erebus Ice Tongue) 
Ice in the Antarctic  is  an extrao rd inary p heno meno n. The Erebus Ice Tongue is  the tip  o f a fresh water g lac ier that cascad es o ff the s lo p es o f Mt Ereb us. When it reaches the
fro zen-o ver ‘sea’ o f the Ro ss Ice Shelf, i t canti levers itself o ver the to p  o f the sea ice (with stag es o f fro zen seawater with red uced  salinity) in a remarkab le p ro jectio n 11-12
kilo meters lo ng , 30 0  metres hig h at its  o utset, and  50  metres hig h at its  tip . It is  rid d led  with caves and  co nto rted  fo rmatio ns. The p ainted  imag e sho ws Ereb us and  the
d ark-tip p ed  Cap e Barne in the d istance with the Ice To ng ue just reaching  b eyo nd  this . To  the rig ht in the far d is tance is  Inaccessib le Is land , set amid st the fro zen ice shelf.
The texts refer to  d imensio n and  the o ak-leaf fluted  shap e o f this  extrao rd inary feature b est viewed  b y satell i te.

Ice Station (Vince’s Cross, 1902, McMurdo Sound) 
Geo rg e Vince was a memb er o f the Disco very Exp ed itio n team and  s lip p ed  o ff Hut Po int d uring  an Antarctic  Blizzard  and  d ied  in the fro zen water in March 19 0 2.
Remarkab ly, we wish to  erect mo numents to  fallen co lleag ues in remo te lo catio ns such as this , even tho ug h few travellers co uld  ever see it. Cro sses are p art o f o ur human
co nd itio n and  p erhap s we leave so mething  o f o urselves b ehind  when we erect them. The Antarctic  is  an eerie fro zen wasteland . The o verlaid  g rap h p o ints to  the fact that
the ice extent in the Antarctic  is  increasing  even in a wo rld  o f sup p o sed ly warming  c limate (d ata sho wing  mean sea ice extent in 10 12 m2, 19 79 -19 9 9 ).

Wind across the Great Southern Ocean
On o ur Decemb er 20 12 exp ed itio n, we arrived  at Camp b ell Is land  (o ne o f New Zealand ’s Sub -Antarctic  Is land s) in fad ing  l ig ht and  amid  g ale-fo rce wind s b lo wing  streaks
o f fo am in l ines acro ss the sea. Ag ain fro m the b rid g e we strained  to  see the tent-l ike shap e o f Jacq uemart Is land , 1 km o ffsho re fro m the so uthwest co rner o f the main
is land  o f Camp b ell. Jacq uemart is  New Zealand ’s so uthernmo st is land . The seas were terrifying . The ship  p itched  with a 40  d eg ree ro ll. The texts sho w the fo rmula fo r the



is land  o f Camp b ell. Jacq uemart is  New Zealand ’s so uthernmo st is land . The seas were terrifying . The ship  p itched  with a 40  d eg ree ro ll. The texts sho w the fo rmula fo r the
co nstructio n o f the Beaufo rt Scale fo r wind  velo city: v = 0 .8 6 32 B 3/2.  Here, v d eno tes the wind  sp eed  10  metres ab o ve the water and  the Beaufo rt numb er, B, is  then a
numerical rep resentatio n o f o b served  co nd itio ns (free fro m sub jective human interp retatio n). The streaking  co nd itio ns o f o ur arrival saw B=8  o r 9 . 

Wandering Albatross (Rime of the Ancient Mariner) 
The Wand ering  Alb atro ss inhab its  the vast d eserts o f the So uthern Ocean. The mature b ird s have wing sp ans o f 2.5-3.5 m. The p lumag e o f the males is  white with b lack
wing  tip s and  trail ing  b lack feathers o n the wing s. They so ar g racefully o n the b reeze g enerated  b y the o cean swell, never having  to  flap  their wing s, they are sup reme
g lid ers. When they b ank and  turn at the b o tto m o f their fl ig ht trajecto ry, they reach fo r the water with their wing tip , b ut never seem to  to uch it.  It is  interesting  to  d raw a
timeline fro m James Co o k’s seco nd  vo yag e to  the So uthern Ocean and  track the career o f his  o n-b o ard  astro no mer Will iam Wales (1734-179 8 ), who , p o st vo yag e, to o k the
fantastical s to ries o f alb atro ss and  temp ests to  his  teaching  o f an imp ressio nab le Co lerid g e at Chris t’s  Ho sp ital Scho o l in Lo nd o n. 

Tidal Fall at Gabo Island
Gab o  Is land  is  the weather fo recaster’s  ancho rsto ne o n Victo ria’s  so uth east co ast. It is  the p o int where the so uth o f the Australian co ntinent finishes and  the land scap e
turns to  the east co ast. This is  a wind swep t lo w-lying  and  d eso late p lace, co nnected  to  the mainland  b y an ep hemeral tid al tombolo o r sand  b ar. The tid es surg e in and  o ut
o f the harb o ur at Mallaco o ta. The l ig ht at the end  o f the d ay is  reflected  o ff all the water flo o d ing  p ast the harb o ur mo uth into  the sea. The imag e cap tures this  tid al b reath
and  o verlaid  texts l ink imag e to  p lace with a g eo g rap her’s  map . 

Scott’s Dark Angel (Discovery Hut at Winterquarters Bay)
The Disco very Hut was b uilt fo r Sir Ro b ert Falco n Sco tt’s  Disco very Exp ed itio n o f 19 0 1-3. It is  nestled  o n Hut Po int ad jacent to  the American b ase at McMurd o  So und . Its
interio r is  to tally unreno vated . Its  d o o rs are lo cked  and  b o lted . Ins id e, the s inis ter d ays b eg in: Piled  in a co rner are the d ark remnants o f numero us seal carcasses. A thick
stench fi l ls  the air. They are no t ro tten o r d ecayed , b ut p artic les o f them fi l l  the air.  This makes it very d ifficult to  b reathe. In my vis it in the summer o f 20 0 9 , much o f the ice
was starting  to  melt o n the sco ria facad es o f Hut Po int. The d ark sco ria warms in the sunlig ht and  then melts the ice it is  to uching . Ho wever, o n the verand a o f the
Disco very Hut was a hug e flang e o f ice, l ike the vast wing  o f a s leep ing  ang el. It s treaked  fro m und er the co ver o f the verand a and  o ut into  the wo rld , smo o th and
streamlined , chiselled  into  l ine b y the Antarctic  g ales. The o verlaid  g rap h reco rd s the terrib le ho llo wed -o ut seaso nal temp eratures that sculp t these effects.

Pro fesso r Peter James Smith, Ad junct Pro fesso r o f Visual Culture, RMIT Univers ity
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