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‘ In a way nature is  always the starting  p o int. It acts as a mirro r o n the so ul; a reflex. In nature I find  so mething  that trig g ers a kind  o f p erso nal s tate o f mind .’ 

Ice. Ro ck. River. Stream. The fall o f l ig ht. The d rift o f o ceans. Echo es. Frag ments. Cracks. Shard s. Immense Arctic  land scap es o r the smallest d etail p lucked  fro m a
river’s  fro sty ed g e.

Within the und ulating  veils  o f Ag neta Ekho lm’s p ainting s an intensely active wo rld  is  d iscernib le. Reso nant fo rms eb b  thro ug h the central p lane o f her canvases,
sub merg ing  o ur field  o f vis io n in their fo ld s. As we fo llo w each cascad ing  co nto ur, an increased  sense o f d ep th is  revealed . Pure white wo rks ag ainst jet b lack to  create a
series o f translucent, cumulative mid -to nes. Clean mo no chro me ed g es help  d efine an evo lving  mass o f energ y and  flux. Co alescent and  sensual, these fo rms sug g est the
existence o f so me eternal sp ace, at o nce co smic and  sub jective.
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Cloaked in Silence 20 13
acrylic  o n canvas
18 0  x 150 cm

 Artwo rk in-s itu o n 3.7m wall
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Every Night Dreams 20 13
acrylic  o n canvas
18 0  x 150 cm

 Artwo rk in-s itu o n 3.7m wall

   

 

Train of Components 20 13
acrylic  o n canvas
18 0  x 150 cm

 Artwo rk in-s itu o n 3.7m wall

   

 

Light Space Linear Momentum II 20 13
acrylic  o n canvas
129  x 16 8 cm

 Artwo rk in-s itu o n 3.7m wall
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Untitled 20 13
acrylic  o n canvas
152 x 122cm

 Artwo rk in-s itu o n 3.7m wall

   

 

Untitled 20 13
acrylic  o n canvas
130  x 10 0 cm

 Artwo rk in-s itu o n 3.7m wall

   

 

Distance & Presence 20 13
acrylic  o n canvas
8 5 x 150 cm

 Artwo rk in-s itu o n 3.7m wall

   

 

Unfolding Sequence 20 13
acrylic  o n canvas
8 5 x 150 cm

 Artwo rk in-s itu o n 3.7m wall
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Untitled 20 13
acrylic  o n canvas
75 x 9 5cm

 Artwo rk in-s itu o n 3.7m wall

   

 

Untitled 20 13
acrylic  o n canvas
70  x 10 0 cm

 Artwo rk in-s itu o n 3.7m wall

   

Ekho lm is  taking  us into  the tid al s tream o f nature, to  a s ite o f restless creatio n. Ob servatio ns o f the natural wo rld  are central to  the lo g ic o f these
wo rks. Fro m the smo o th surface o f a ro ck, wo rn d o wn b y the ero sive p o wer o f wind  o r wave, to  the d ancing  l ig ht o f the auro ra b o realis , the same
elemental values, the same g eo metric  p rinc ip les, are p resent. This larg er, o rg anic d esig n system can b e witnessed  within co re o f the artis t’s
lang uag e, transfo rmed  into  a series o f human, p ainterly g estures.

Lo cated  so mewhere b etween hard -ed g ed  and  actio n p ainting , Ekho lm maintains a sub tle b alance b etween the p remed itated  and  immed iately
exp erienced . This ap p ro ach invo lves the viewer in a way that is  d ifferent fro m many o ther fo rms o f minimalis t p ainting . That is , while there is
so mething  d istinctly fo rmalis tic  ab o ut her imag es – they o p erate ins id e a series o f systematic  rules o f p ro d uctio n, are meticulo usly executed  and
hig hly co nsid ered  – they also  reveal the material trace o f the artis t’s  fluid  and  intuitive mo vements. Po ssessing  a sense o f co ntro l no t o ften
asso ciated  with true actio n p ainting , her executio n co uld  b e mo re easily read  as b eing  cho reo g rap hic – a seq uence o f d irected , yet felt, mo vements.

It is  within these co ntrad icto ry visual shifts  that the eye is  invited  to  l ing er, to  exp lo re the luc id ity and  d ep th fo und  in the sp ace b etween the o rd ered
and  arb itrary. Like so me icy chasm, these wo rks ho ver at the ed g e o f the kno wn, revealing  a d esire to  co mmunicate with a sti l l , internal, immaterial
o ther. They echo  with the c larity and  shad o w o f human co nscio usness and  p ro mise an end less, exp ansive jo urney.

Held  within the inky d arkness, the d elicate o p acity o f each meticulo us wash, in the swirl ing  p o o ls and  vo id s, is  a remind er that the land scap e, nature
and  its  elements are mysterio us, ancient and  p o werful s ites in which such d eep , q uiet co ntemp latio n can take p lace. Ekho lm’s p ainstaking ly b eautiful
imag es trig g er such sti l l  mo ments o f o b servatio n, o f fluid  and  calm intro sp ectio n. Perhap s they are no t so  much asking  us to  find  meaning  in their
fo rms b ut to  find  meaning  in o ur exp erience o f lo o king  into  them.

Phe Luxford  2013
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