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Powerful imagery has a strong impact

Art review
Sasha Grishin

ANNIEA Romeyn: Endurarce. Megnlo
Print Gallery, 21 Wenmwnrth Avenue,
Kingstom. Lindil September 21.

Anmika Komeyn is a Canberma-homn,
Canherm-hased printmaker whiose work is
primnarity preacoupaed with the landscape
For her, the landscape is nol something
mewiral or abjectilied, bt it is aninsate -

e carrier ol the apdtit of dve place I is
someling with which the arist lsss avery
peersonsal relaticnslip

HRomeyn spends mucl ol bher Gme walking
Al travelling on water by rall or Kavak
through the landscape, while at the same
timie absorhing all that surrounds her.

The great Danish philosapher, Soren
Kierkegaard, ance wrote, “Above all, do
et give up wr desire toowmlk: every day
wiilk myself intn o szate af well-heing, amad
walk mway from every illness. [ have walked
oy sedl i may vest choughits, and §snon of
(151 I|'|||I,|.'_|,:|I1 0 Birdeisnime al ane CRinisr
wiilk aveay romm ... bt by sining saill, and
the moare one sits siill, the closer one comes
1o feeling 6l ... this if ane just keeps on
walking, everything will be all right.’

Ereduaarce B an exhibition that takes & i
peaiint af departure the geagraphical loca
iz o Guerdla Bay un the Ear sputh coast,
beandered do the spath by Burrewarm Poine.
[t has spectacular rock formations that e
temen syueezed, bent and broken as part of a
VETY ANCiEnt Coampressne mavemend aml ane
thought 1o date back over 500 million years.
(114 rr:||'u'|'.|llh|'m.'h CAN wimess sinrmy seas

Far Romieyn, thie site alse has a persanal
nesnckatian, as inwas the place where she
spent the kast summer with her meother in
2E-17, Inweas abour the same tims that she
encauntened in the writings of the popular
Arnerican author Rebecca Salnin ideas
cancerning "the blue of distamee”, where the
bdue cn thie horizon @ lorever unattainable.
All of these [actars the artist shares with her
awdlience in her exhibition catalogue note as
we approach her lange impressive installed

Armnika Romeyn's Guerila Bay 1, 2009, n Endurances at Megalo Pring Stedio = Gallery, Picture: Supplied

The first thing that sirikes
one is the sense of scale of
these works.

warks on paper

The lirst thirg that sirikes ome i (he
serse of scale of these works. Although
thiey are miade up of mdividual smaller
sheels ol paper, one of the key works in the
shav, Canerilli Bey J (2019], has an vverall
compusite measuremaen of 160 centimebnes

by 2258 centimetres

The other thing is the codur - it is made
e ol shades of bhee from thee darker tex
turex] rocks: with thedr tooth - like Bormestion
full oof micrnscopic fossils of leng exrina
listhe encamares, to the sedrling lighier blue
masses af waren, through o the werping
bilise sky with dribhles descending vo the sen
o the hirizon,

Thee pechimiguee ks also cusicus. The anist
e conploved a manotype 5 8 base - in
udhier words, an image is painted on a plate
and then this & run through the press
vk i sheet of paper - that she has heaily
rewirked or lowched up with waleroolour.

1t s very effective as it has the slightly

ethereal guality of a vision: strong, dominant
and almost angible through its sense of
seale, but at the same dme remereed from a
knavmble realsty.

The ancient qualitles af the rocks have
permianenes, but the sea and sky have an
ephemeral dimension that could fade like
A0A mlst

Dither strong pecss in the show include
Endirance §and Erdurarce 2, bothof 2010
and of the same scale and wechnlgue,

This is the most coberent and ambitious
exhibition by Boameyn o date, where
powerful imagery is imbued with a strong
emutional impact - an image of grandear
anad beauty that i never fully atlxinable.



